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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 
In The Matter of the Application of PacifiCorp 
(U-901-E) for an Order Authorizing an Immediate 
Interim Rate Increase, Subject to Refund and for 
Consideration of a Rate Stabilization Plan. 
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(Filed March 16, 2001) 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING 
REGARDING TREATMENT OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 

 
On March 31, 2003, PacifiCorp filed a motion for a protective order.  In its 

motion, PacifiCorp represented that parties have requested, or are likely to 

request, information that it considers confidential.  The types of information 

include such things as projected budget estimates, customer load and usage data, 

power agreements, and load and resource balance information.  PacifiCorp did 

not request confidential treatment of a specific document.  Instead, it asked that a 

protective order be issued that provides for the security of confidential 

information.   

In proceedings such as this, it is common for utilities to require that 

parties, other than Commission staff, sign a nondisclosure agreement to protect 

confidential information.  Any disputes that arise concerning the nondisclosure 

agreement, or the confidentiality of documents, are brought to the attention of 

the assigned administrative law judge (ALJ), or the Law and Motion ALJ.  I see 

no reason to deviate from that practice.       
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Therefore, IT IS RULED that: 

1. PacifiCorp is authorized to require that parties, other than Commission 

staff, sign a nondisclosure agreement to protect confidential information, prior to 

receiving such information. 

2. No party shall disclose information claimed to be confidential without a 

prior ruling by the assigned administrative law judge (ALJ) or the Law and 

Motion ALJ that the material is not confidential.  

3. The confidential material is only for use in this proceeding, shall not be 

copied, and shall be kept secure. 

4. All pleadings, correspondence or other writings shall be done in such a 

manner that the confidential material is not disclosed. 

5. Any unresolved disputes that arise concerning the nondisclosure 

agreement, or the confidentiality of documents, shall be brought to the attention 

of the assigned ALJ, or the Law and Motion ALJ.   

6.  Except as specified herein, the motion is denied without prejudice. 

Dated April 21, 2003, at San Francisco, California. 

 
 

    /s/ JEFFREY P. O’DONNELL 
  Jeffrey P. O’Donnell 

Administrative Law Judge 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 

I certify that I have by mail this day served a true copy of the original 

attached Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling Regarding Treatment of 

Confidential Information on all parties of record in this proceeding or their 

attorneys of record. 

Dated April 21, 2003, at San Francisco, California. 

 
  /s/  FANNIE SID 

Fannie Sid 
 
 

N O T I C E  
 

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities 
Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, 
San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to 
insure that they continue to receive documents. You 
must indicate the proceeding number on the service list 
on which your name appears. 


